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Meeting Minutes 
 
Committee Members Present: Harry Walker, M.D.-R, Artis Arnold, III-R, John Moss-R, 

Michael Summers-R, Ron Dziedzicki-R, Sharon Dumas-R 
 
Staff: Christine Alexander, M.D.-I, Peter Benkowski-R,  

James Bicak-R, Victoria Bowser-I, Robert Bruce, M.D.-I, 
John Chae, M.D.-R, Nabil Chehade, M.D.-I,  
Karen Dethloff-R, David Fiser-R, Joseph Golob, M.D.-I, 
Eileen Hayes-R, Brian Rentschler-R, Tamiyka Rose-I,  
James Wellons-I, Patrick Woods-R, Greg Zucca-R 

 
Guests: Stephanie Tantillo-R 
 
 
Dr. Walker called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m., in accordance with Section 339.02(K) of 
the Ohio Revised Code.  Dr. Walker noted that a quorum is present. 
 

(The minutes are written in a format conforming to the printed meeting agenda for the  
convenience of correlation, recognizing that some of the items were discussed out of sequence.) 

 
 

I. Approval of Minutes 
 
The minutes of the April 9, 2025, Facilities and Planning Committee meeting were 
approved as submitted. 
 

II. Information Items 
 
Campus Transformation Pay Request Reviews – Stephanie Tantillo, RSM 
 
Stephanie Tantillo, Manager, Business Risk Consulting, provided an update on the 
Campus Transformation Pay Request Reviews.  RSM has completed its review of the 
Cleveland Heights Behavioral Health Project and the Ambulatory Enabling Projects.  The 
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focus of ongoing work is the APEX project, including the Outpatient Healthcare Center.  
To date, RSM has reviewed $168.5 million in total project costs, primarily focused on 
construction costs and consultants' fees related to construction.  Approximately $1 
million was recovered due to errors in subcontractor billing.  This amount has been 
credited back to MetroHealth.  RSM has reviewed approximately $165 million in 
construction costs to date.  An interim review covering costs up to the end of 2024 has 
been completed for APEX.  A new interim review is starting for 2025 APEX costs. 
 
Review of the Turner Final Pay Application and project closeout for the Glick Tower is 
complete.  Over the course of the project, RSM identified billing errors amounting to 
$980,000, and these costs were recovered by MetroHealth through revised invoices.  
Costs are monitored monthly, and every invoice is reviewed and analyzed line by line.  
Mr. Summers asked Ms. Tantillo to explain why just under $1 million in recoverable errors 
were identified on the $500 million Glick Center construction project compared with $1 
million on the current $168 million construction project.  Ms. Tantillo explained that the 
potential for identifying recoverable amounts will depend on the contracting 
methodology for the project and on how the contract is administered.  She noted that 
the recoverable amounts identified on a monthly basis are generally small.  Any issues 
are addressed, and revised invoices are submitted before payment is made.  
MetroHealth is not at risk of overpaying the contractor when issues are identified before 
payment.  Ms. Tantillo noted that some additional areas for potential recovery in the 
amount of about $300,000 were identified on the Glick Center project, but these were 
deemed reasonable as submitted by the management team at the time, and recovery 
was not pursued.  RSM will continue monthly construction monitoring.  In Q2 2025, the 
interim review of contractor billing compliance is complete.  In Q3 2025, the interim 
review is in progress. 
 
Dr. Walker asked Mr. Bicak if the authorized payment amount for The Glick Center 
project is complete and accounted for.  Mr. Bicak responded that the project is within 
the total authorized amount.  Mr. Dziedzicki asked Mr. Bicak what the cost per square 
foot is for the Outpatient Health Center with the approved change orders.  Mr. Bicak 
explained that the cost per square foot is about $540.  Mr. Bicak explained that the 
revised design provides a building with a higher code classification.  This cost was 
compared to that of a few recent comparable projects, and the team concluded the 
costs were similar and within range. 
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Campus Transformation Status – Jim Bicak, SVP, Facilities, Construction and 
Campus Transformation 
 
Mr. Bicak provided an update on The Glick Center project close-out.  The Final Change 
Order has been executed.  The amount to be returned to MetroHealth from the GMP 
agreement will be $5,558,122.97.  The revised final payment from Turner has been 
submitted, and payment is in process. 
 
Mr. Bicak provided an update on current construction activities at The Outpatient 
Health Center (OPHC).  The concrete dock ramp at the loading dock has been poured, 
and work on the exterior enclosure for the pedestrian connector between the OPHC and 
the parking garage is in progress.  Work on the canopy at the main entry is near 
completion.  Signage is currently being installed on the exterior of the building.  Work 
continues inside the building and is proceeding from the 5th floor down to the Ground 
floor. Installation of flooring and casework continues on the 5th and 4th floors.  Plumbing 
fixtures and tile floors are being installed in the 5th floor toilet rooms.  The 4th floor ceiling 
grid is being installed, and painting is in progress.  In-wall rough-in for the MEP systems 
is in progress on the 3rd floor radiology rooms, and drywall installation continues along 
with painting.  Wall framing, drywall, and some of the mechanical and electrical rough-
in on the 1st, 2nd, and ground floors are being completed.  Wall framing in main corridors 
is being revised on the ground floor, and door frames are being installed.  Mr. Dziedzicki 
asked if the Life Safety and Fire Safety Team did a walk-through before the ceilings were 
closed to ensure the OPHC building is compliant for next year’s visit from Joint 
Commission.  Mr. Bicak stated that the Facilities Department does regular walkthroughs 
before ceilings are installed.  Among other items reviewed are penetrations in fire walls 
and access to fire dampers.  Mr. Summers asked if the Fire Marshal from the City of 
Cleveland is included in the walkthroughs.  Mr. Bicak replied that the Fire Marshal will be 
included in the final walkthrough.  Ms. Dethloff also stated that Jensen Hughes, a 
National Life Safety firm, will survey the building before the ceilings are closed.  Code 
officials will also come to give authorization to close the ceilings, so there are multiple 
checkpoints in place.  Mr. Summers asked if the medical gas lines are pressure tested.  
Ms. Dethloff replied that the lines are tested and cleaned to ensure there is no residue.  
The quality of the gas is also tested after the lines are filled. 
 
Mr. Bicak provided an overview of the upcoming construction activities for the OPHC.  
Permanent roofing and exterior curtainwall installation at the Pedestrian Connector will 
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be completed.  Metal panel installation at the loading dock and exterior signage are to 
be completed.  Drywall installation will begin on the 2nd floor, and as this work is 
completed, reinstallation of casework, cabinetry, and doors will begin.  Work on the 
above ceiling MEP systems will continue on the lower floors.  Mr. Bicak provided an 
updated schedule of work to be done to completion.  The planned schedule for the 
temporary certificate of occupancy is in February 2026.  Mr. Summers asked if there 
were any delays in terms of imported materials, equipment, or fixtures due to tariffs.  
Mr. Bicak noted that the majority of materials had been purchased prior to the tariffs, 
and there have not been any issues or delays.  Also, there have been no issues with labor 
availability to date. 
 
Ms. Hayes provided an update on Transition & Activation planning for the OPHC.  The 
structure was put in place to engage staff and providers in the planning and activation 
of the building, and working committees have been in place since March 2025.  
Operational preparation activities will be scheduled up to the time of opening.  Once the 
OPHC is open, decommissioning and space re-allocation for the Outpatient Plaza will 
begin.  Ms. Hayes noted we are 250 days from opening and the First Patient Day in April 
2026.   
 
An activation plan and timeline have been created that identifies every activity to be 
completed between now and opening day.  The patient arrival and check-in process are 
one of the workflows the committees are currently focusing on.  The centralized 
registration concept planned for the facility differs from the decentralized process used 
now.  The path of travel between the OPHC, Glick Center, and the ED is being reviewed 
for movement of the inpatient population.  New technologies will be in place, including 
Vocera communication devices.  A nurse call system will be established for responding 
to medical emergencies.  Multidisciplinary teams will develop and provide the training 
and education that is required prior to opening day.  “Day-In-The-Life” training, which 
simulates operations within the building, is planned for early March 2026. 
 
Mr. Summers asked how the workflows differ from today’s operations for patient-facing 
functions and the back-of-house.  Ms. Hayes replied that the centralized registration 
area on each floor in the building supports patient check-in.  Kiosks are also included for 
those who have preregistered.  The patient will then be directed to the location of their 
clinic.  Guest services within the building will help direct people, as well.  The most 
dramatic change will be the use of the Epic Clinic Map.  It is an electronic graphic that 
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will display each of the exam rooms, consult rooms, and intake rooms within each clinic.  
Currently, a pilot program of this process is being finalized for testing at the Parma 
Internal Medicine Clinic, which will be completed this month.  
 
Mr. Dziedzicki asked if there would be a wayfinding app patients could use to navigate 
the building.  Ms. Hayes noted there is no plan to do this because patient/visitor 
pathways are clear and direct, making it easy to locate each clinic.  The public elevators 
are centrally located on the west side of the building, and the main concourse and 
waiting areas are immediately to the left or right on each floor.  Mr. Dziedzicki asked if 
any activities are planned for an active shooter drill, so staff know how to shelter in place 
as well as identify exit routes.  Ms. Hayes stated this would be one of the Emergency 
Management Operations activities planned for the building. 
 
Dr. Alexander expressed a concern regarding technology and the mapping process for 
the assignment of exam rooms.  The most efficient use of physician time, as well as 
medical assistants, is to assign patients to exam rooms that are close to each other and 
not at opposite ends of the hall. Ms. Hayes replied that one of the features being worked 
on with the Epic Clinic Map is to ensure it organizes assignments by pod, so exam room 
assignments would all be close together, even if they are not immediately adjacent.  
Conversations with the many providers and pre-work for the pilot program are currently 
being done.  Dr. Lewis has been working with us as well, and we are still working through 
these workflows.  Dr. Walker stated that this needs to be piloted with the different 
groups of doctors.  Ms. Hayes stated this will be piloted at the Parma Internal Medicine 
Clinic first before rolling out to the remaining clinics.   
 
Ms. Hayes provided an update on the Ambulatory Enabling projects.  Renovation of the 
Heart and Vascular Clinic at Parma is scheduled for completion on September 9th, and 
activation will begin on September 23rd.  The renovation of the Pain Management Clinic 
will be completed on October 2nd and will be ready for activation on October 15th.  The 
Parma MRI replacement project is in process with an anticipated completion date in Q1 

2026.  The Physical Therapy Expansion at Parma is underway, with GMP being finalized, 
and Phase 1 completion is expected by year-end.  The Emergency Department refresh 
project continues.  The schematic design is completed, and the design development 
phase will be completed on August 15th.  The construction documents will be completed 
by the end of November.  Construction for Phase I will take approximately nine to twelve 
months to complete. 
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Mr. Bicak provided an update on Q3 and Q4 2025 Campus Transformation Priorities.  
Continue on-time and on-budget construction, transition planning, and activation 
planning for the Outpatient Health Center.  Complete the Parma Ambulatory Enabling 
Projects.  Develop a plan for traffic circulation at Glick and the OPHC, and plan for 
revised parking assignment with the opening of the OPHC.  Continue with the planning 
and design necessary to relocate remaining main campus departments and plan 
infrastructure revisions to vacate the remaining Legacy buildings. 
 
Facilities Management Update – Karen Dethloff, Vice President, Facilities 
Management 
 
Ms. Dethloff provided an update on Facilities capital projects.  To date, 103 major and 
minor projects are in progress with a total value of over $4 million.  The majority are for 
repairs or replacement of failed infrastructure components.  The Boiler Replacement in 
the Powerhouse and the replacement of the Line Isolation Monitors for the main campus 
Operating Rooms are near completion.  Upgrades to the building automation system 
and for the CCP generators are ongoing. 
 

III. Executive Session 
 

Chairman Walker stated that the next matters are topics that are hospital trade secrets 
as defined by ORC 1333.61 and asked for a motion to move into Executive Session to 
discuss these topics.  Mr. Moss made a motion to go into Executive Session, which Mr. 
Dziedzicki, seconded.  Upon unanimous roll call vote, the Committee went into Executive 
Session to discuss such matters at 1:10 pm. 

 
Following Executive Session, the meeting was reconvened in open session at 1:50 pm. 
 
IV. Recommendation/Resolution Approvals 

 
A. Recommendation to Expand Use of Previously Approved Funds to include 

Capital Expenditures for Bell Greve, Rammelkamp, Business Services, and Other 
Main Campus Buildings 
 
Mr. Bicak presented the recommendation for the approval of the Expansion of 
Use of Previously Approved Funds to include Capital Expenditures for Bell Greve, 
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Rammelkamp, Business Services, and Other Main Campus Buildings.  After 
discussion, the Committee approved the recommendation for full Board action. 

 
 

There being no further business to bring before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 1:52 pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, November 12, 2025 – 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
   MetroHealth Board Room (K107) or via Zoom 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
E. Harry Walker, MD, Chairperson 
Board of Trustees 

 


