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POPULATION HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
RESEARCH TRAINEES – 2019            

 
 

Trainee  
 

Degree 
Sought 

 

Training 
Period 

 

Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Avery, Ann                

† Elizabeth Cho MD 2017-2019 The Role of Inflammation in Depression in 
PLWH 

Medical Student at Case Western Reserve 
University 

Research Mentor 

† Wesley Freidrichs Lindberg MD 2018-2019 Expanding Access to PrEP Medical Student at Case Western Reserve 
University 

Research Mentor 

† Rustin Zomorodi MD 2015-2019. Expanding Access to PrEP Medical Student and MPH at Case Western 
Reserve University 

Research Mentor 

† Karen Kruzer MD 2016-2019 Identification of Bipolar Disorder in HIV 
Outpatient Primary Care 

Medical Student at Case Western Reserve 
University 

Research Mentor 

† Lisa Fleischer MD 2015-2019 Adhering to ART: A Qualitative Analysis of 
Motivations for and Obstacles to Consistent 
Use of Antiretroviral Therapy 

Medical Student at Case Western Reserve 
University 

Research Mentor 

Bailit, Jennifer 
† Shree Sundaresh MD 2019-Pres. Severity of Opiate Use in Pregnant Women 

Over Time 
Medical Student, Case Western Reserve 
University  

Faculty Mentor 

† Gouri Sadananda MD 2019-Pres. Severity of Opiate Use in Pregnant Women 
Over Time 

Medical Student, Case Western Reserve 
University 

Faculty Mentor 

Bar-Shain, David                         

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-2020 Alerting to Ensure Timely Anti-D 
Prophylaxis of Post-Partum Women 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, MetroHealth 
Medical Center 

Assistant Program Director and 
Research Mentor 

Kristina Garrels, MD Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-2020 Prioritizing Different Channels of Health 
Data Exchange 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, MetroHealth 
Medical Center 

Assistant Program Director and 
Research Mentor 

Jessica Ruff, MD 
 

Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, MetroHealth 
Medical Center 

Assistant Program Director 

Bolen, Shari                

* Daniel Rotroff N/A 2019-Pres. Exploiting Longitudinal Data to Identify 
Complex Disease Subtypes with Modified 
Risk of Adverse Outcomes 

KL2 Scholar - CTSA Career Mentor 
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Trainee  
 

Degree 
Sought 

 

Training 
Period 

 

Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Caron, Aleece                  

Matthew Baltes, MD NA 2018-Pres. Improving Rates of Flu Vaccines in a 
Primary Care Population 

Family Medicine; PCTE HRSA Grant Faculty Mentor 

Katherine Lyons. M.D. NA 2019-Pres.  Department of Medicine; PCTE HRSA 
grant 

Faculty Mentor 

Assim AlAbdulkader NA 2019-Pres. Improving Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Among Adults Ages 50-74  

Geriatrics; PCTE HRSA Grant Faculty Mentor 

Doug Van Auken NA 2019-Pres.  Family Medicine; PCTE HRSA Grant Faculty Mentor 

Lauren Krieger, MD NA 2019-Pres. Improving Cervical Cancer Screening for 
Refuges 

Neighborhood Family Practice; PCTE 
Champions HRSA Grant 

Faculty Mentor 

Claude Jones, MD NA 2019-Pres. Diabetes Group Visits Care Alliance; PCTE Champions HRSA 
Grant 

Faculty Mentor 

Ines Del Cuebas-Rolon NA 2018-Pres. Improving Oral Health Screenings in a 
Pediatric Hispanic Patient Population 

Pediatrics; PCTE HRSA Grant Faculty Mentor 

Creamer, Johnbuck            

Kristina Garrels, MD Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-2020 Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Evaluation of a Curriculum to Promote 
Smarter Use of Observational Data Sets 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, MetroHealth 
Medical Center; Scholars Collaboration in 
Teaching and Learning Program, Case 
Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine 

Assistant Program Director, 
Program Mentor, Project Mentor 

Jessica Ruff, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Kristina Garrels, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Katherine Davis, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 
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Trainee  
 

Degree 
Sought 
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Period 

 

Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Nicholas Riley, MD, PhD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017- 2019  
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics  Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 

MetroHealth System 
Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Einstadter, Douglas                                 

† Joseph T. Tanenbaum 

 
MD/PhD 2013-Pres. Ambulatory Care Sensitive Cardiovascular 

Hospitalizations: Effects of Patient-
Centered Medical Homes 

Resident, Orthopedic Surgery, 
Northwestern U., Chicago, IL 

Research Advisor; Member 
Dissertation Committee 

†† Ruzica Z. Conic, MD PhD 2016-2019 Endotyping Dermatologic Conditions Surgery Resident, Univ. of Connecticut Dissertation Committee Member 

†† Claudia Cabrera MS 2016-2019 Comparison of survival between melanoma 
of the head and neck and melanoma of 
other regions 

Case Western Reserve University 
 
  

Chair, Thesis Committee 

†† Amani Mohamed Hag, MD MS 2018-2019 Weight Loss Medication: Does it Work? Fellow, University Hospitals Health 
System 

Member Thesis Committee 

     Mark Dunlap, MD MPH 2019–Pres. Improving the care of patients with CHF Physician, MHMC, student Baldwin 
Wallace MPH program 

Member Thesis Committee 

†† Caroline El Sanadi PhD 2018-Pres Modeling the best 2nd line therapy for 
persons with Type-2 Diabetes 

Clinical Research Scholars Program, 
CWRU 

Chair, PhD Committee 

†† Julijana Conic MS 2018–2020 Cardiac MRI to Predict Ischemic Mitral 
Regurgitation 

Resident, Internal Medicine, LSU, New 
Orleans, LA 

Chair, Thesis Committee 

Jack McDonnell, MD MS 2019-Pres. Role of Social Determinants in Ohio's Infant 
Mortality Problem 

Fellow, Allergy and Immunology, CCF Faculty Advisor 

Greco, Peter            

Jessica Ruff, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Kristina Garrels, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 
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Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
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Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Katherine Davis, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Nicholas Riley, MD, PhD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017- 2019 Radiology Ordering Decision Support 
 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 
and Research Mentor 

Gunzler, Douglas                                 

Dalhee Yoon PhD 2017-2019 Peer Relationship Patterns and Their 
Association with Types of Child 
Maltreatment and Adolescent Risk 
Behaviors   

PhD student, Jack, Joseph and Morton 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences, 
Case Western Reserve University 

Thesis Committee Member 

†† Julijana Conic MS 2018-Pres. Unknown Master’s in Clinical Research Program 
student, CRSP Program, Case Western 
Reserve University 

Research Mentor 

Huml, Anne                      

Tyrone Hamler, MSW, LSW PhD 2019 - Pres. Decisional Conflict Among Older African-
Americans with Advanced CKD 

Doctoral Candidate in Social Welfare, 
Adjunct Instructor, CWRU Mandel School 
of Applied Social Sciences 

Research Advisor, Dissertation 
Committee Member 

Hussain Karimi, MD N/A 2019 - Pres Systematic review about transitions of care Internal Medicine Resident, Cleveland 
Clinic 

Research Mentor 

Kaelber, David                

Katherine Davis, MD Certificate in 
Health 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors 
in Women of Child-Bearing Age 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Program Director and Research 
Mentor 

Nicholas Riley, MD, PhD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Radiology Ordering Decision Support 
 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Program Director and Research 
Mentor 

Jessica Ruff, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Program Director and Research 
Mentor 

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Program Director and Research 
Mentor 

Love, Thomas             
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Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

    David Ngendahimana, MS PhD 2016-2019 Design and Sensitivity of Observational 
Studies 

Department of Population and Quantitative 
Health Sciences, CWRU 

Dissertation Advisor 

  Mike Fang, MS PhD 2018-Pres. Identifying Transcriptomic Signatures of 
Heart Failure in the Blood of HIV Iinfected 
Individuals  

Department of Population and Quantitative 
Health Sciences, CWRU 

Dissertation Committee Member 

      Joseph Hnath, BS MPH 2019-2020 Evaluating the Effects of State-Level 
Policies on Access to Abortion Services 

Department of Population and Quantitative 
Health Sciences, CWRU 

MPH Capstone Committee 
Member 

 †† Erich Kiehl, MD MS 2018-2019 C-Graph and the Relationship Between pH 
and Lactic Acid 

Clinical Research Scholars Program, 
CWRU 

Thesis Committee Member 

      Roberto Martinez, MS PhD 2019-Pres. Implementation Science and the FreshLink 
Ambassador Program 

Department of Population and Quantitative 
Health Sciences, CWRU 

Dissertation Committee Member 

 †† Joe Zein, MD, MS PhD 2017-2020 Gender Differences in Severe Asthma Clinical Research Scholars Ph.D. Program 
(CRSP) Scholar 

Dissertation Committee Member 

 † Joseph Tanenbaum, PhD MD/PhD 2015-2019 Ambulatory Care Sensitive Cardiovascular 
Hospitalizations: Effects of Patient-
Centered Medical Homes 

MD/PhD Student and Principal 
Investigator of an F30 grant from NHLBI 
entitled "Association of Health Care 
Delivery and Payment Innovations with 
Avoidable Cardiovascular 
Hospitalizations" for 2017-2020, CWRU 
School of Medicine. 

Dissertation Committee Member 
and MD/PhD Program Sponsor 
Team Member 

Jack McDonnell, MD MS 2017-Pres. To be determined Cleveland Clinic Physician, MS Student 
with concentration in Health Care 
Analytics, Department of Population and 
Quantitative Health Sciences, CWRU 

Faculty Advisor 

Perzynski, Adam              

Ann Huml, MD  2011-Pres. Kidney Transplantation Health Disparities 
 

Nephrologist, University Hospitals, 
Researcher, The MetroHealth System 

Research Mentor 

Anita Misra-Hebert, MD  2014-Pres. Primary Care Team Transformation 
 

General Internist, Cleveland Clinic Research Mentor 

Bode Adebambo, MD  2012-Pres. Health Disparities Education and Research 
 

Attending Physician in a Faculty 
Development Program at The MetroHealth 
System 

Career and Research Mentor 

Jose Marino MPH 2017-Pres. 
 

Health Risk Assessment in the Spanish 
Speaking Population 

MPH Student, Case Western Reserve 
University 

Career and Research 
Mentor/Practicum Advisor 
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Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Jimmy Yao MD 2018-Pres. Neighborhood Disadvantage and Well Child 
Care 

Medical Student, Case Western Reserve 
University 

Research Mentor 

June-Yung Kim PhD 2017-Pres. Variations in the Co-occurrence of Mental 
Health Problems in Adolescents with 
Prenatal Drug Exposure 

PHD Student, Case Western Reserve 
University MSASS 

Research Mentor/Dissertation 
Committee 

Meredith Francis PhD 2018-Pres. The Impact of Social Recovery Capital 
Among Women in Early Recovery 

PHD Student, Case Western Reserve 
University MSASS 

Research Mentor/Dissertation 
Committee 

Caitlin Craighead MPH 2018-Pres. Community Understandings of Greenspaces 
and Health 

MPH Student, Case Western Reserve 
University 

Career and Research 
Mentor/Practicum Advisor 

Maria Derenzo MPH 2019-Pres. Multi-sector Data Sharing for Eco Districts MPH Student, Case Western Reserve 
University 

Career and Research 
Mentor/Practicum Advisor 

Kristen Berg PhD 2016-Pres. Neighborhood Social Processes and 
Adolescents’ Cross-Context Self-Efficacy 
Across Time 

Post-Doctoral Scholar, The MetroHealth 
System 

Research Mentor 

Wyatt Bensken PhD 2019-Pres. Chronic Conditions Among the Homeless PhD Student, CWRU PQHS Research Mentor 
Riley, Nicholas           

Jessica Ruff, MD, MPH Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. To be determined Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor and Assistant 
Program Director for Fellowship 
in Clinical Informatics 

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate 
in Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Alerting to Ensure Timely Anti-D 
Prophylaxis of Post-Partum Women 

Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor and Assistant 
Program Director for Fellowship 
in Clinical Informatics 

Roach, Mary Jo                                

Helen Sun, MD N/A 2018-2019 Reduction in Interface Pressure During 
Spinal Immobilization on a Modified Spine 
Board 

Resident, University Hospitals System Research Advisor 

Maria Grabnar, MD N/A 2019 Are Reflexes Useful in Differentiating LMN 
Injury from UMN Injury in Persons with 
SCI? 

Spinal Cord Injury Resident, PM&R, 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor 

Elizabeth Twist, MD N/A 2019 Peak Interface Pressures of the Skin Safe 
Spine Board 

Spinal Cord Injury Resident, PM&R, 
MetroHealth System   

Research advisor 
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Period 

 

Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Cassandra Renfro, MD N/A 2018-2019 The Relationship Between Spontaneous 
Activity and Integrity of the Lower Motor 
Neuron 

Spinal Cord Injury Fellow, PM&R, 
MetroHealth System 

Research advisor 

Gerald Korty, MD N/A 2019 Peak Interface Pressures on the New “Skin 
Safe” Spine Board 

Spinal Cord Injury Resident, PM&R, 
MetroHealth System  

Research advisor 

Seeholzer, Eileen                           

Andrea Ramsey, MD N/A 2017-Pres. Quality Improvement Resident Project. 
Enhancing Training Across the Continuum 
of Education 

HRSA-Div. of Medicine Faculty, Co-facilitator and Mentor 

Snigdha Bodepudi, MD N/A 2017-Pres. Quality Improvement Resident Project. 
Enhancing Training Across the Continuum 
of Education 

HRSA-Div. of Medicine Faculty, Co-facilitator and Mentor 

Soud Sedique, MD N/A 2017-Pres. Quality Improvement Resident Project. 
Enhancing Training Across the Continuum 
of Education 

HRSA-Div. of Medicine Faculty, Co-facilitator and Mentor 

Anjali Gupta, MD N/A 2017-Pres. Quality Improvement Resident Project. 
Enhancing Training Across the Continuum 
of Education 

HRSA-Div. of Medicine Faculty, Co-facilitator and Mentor 

Gina Riccardi, M.D.  N/A 2018-Pres. The Role and Effectiveness of Intensive 
Behavioral Weight Loss Programs in Obese 
Adults and Children (Senior Grand Rounds) 
 

Urban and Suburban Weight Loss: 
Evaluation of STRIDES, a Weight Loss; 
Program at Primary Care Clinics. (national 
poster) 

Division of Medicine Faculty Mentor 

Katherine Lyons. M.D.  N/A 2018-Pres. Outcomes of Patients with Diabetes 
Attending a Weight Management Clinic in 
an Academic Safety-net System 

UH/VA Primary Care Medical Resident Faculty Mentor 

Siff, Jonathan             

Jessica Ruff, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2019-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Gabriel Labbad, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 
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Sought 
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Thesis/Dissertation/Project  
Title 

 

Current Position/Institution & 
Funding Source 

 

Role in Training 

Kristina Garrels, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2018-Pres. Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Katherine Davis, MD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

Nicholas Riley, MD, PhD Certificate in 
Clinical 

Informatics 

2017-2019 Fellowship in Clinical Informatics Clinical Informatics Fellow, The 
MetroHealth System 

Assistant Program Director for 
Fellowship in Clinical Informatics 

 † Eric Reed  M.D. 2018-2019 Opioid Peer Support Program Impact in 
Emergency Department 

Medical Student, CWRU Faculty Co-mentor 

Sudano, Joseph                

Sarah Ghoneim, MD N/A 2019–Pres. Barrett’s Esophagus and GERD Internal Medicine Resident, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor 

Zachary Deutch, MD N/A 2019–Pres. Takotsubo Cardiomyopathy Internal Medicine Resident, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor 

Enam Josan, MD N/A 2019–Pres. High Flow Nasal Canula in ICU Internal Medicine Resident, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor 

Nazli Okumus, MD N/A 2019–Pres. A-fib, Oblation and Pacemaker Internal Medicine Resident, The 
MetroHealth System 

Research Advisor 

Votruba, Mark 

Joseph Hnath MPH 2018-2020 Evaluation of Ohio’s Recent Abortion Policy 
Changes on County-Level Pregnancy 
Outcomes 

Entering Harvard PhD program in fall Mentor and capstone advisor 

Marta Baker MPH 2019-2020 Evaluating Policy Methods to Decrease 
Out-of-Pocket Drug Spending 

  Capstone advisor 

Julia Blanchette PhD 2018-2020 Financial Stress Factors, Psychological 
Factors and Self-Management Outcomes in 
Emerging Adults with Type I Diabetes 

 PhD dissertation committee 
member 
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