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In the United States, there are over 592,000 children who have a parent or loved one 
with cancer.  For children, a cancer diagnosis can permanently change the family 
dynamics and evoke doubt, fear, and questions about their future and that of their 
parents.  Children can be a hidden high risk group for emotional difficulties and their 
problems may become overlooked or minimized by parents who are attempting to 
juggle their family and career on top of a busy treatment schedule.  Since children are 
seldom brought to their parent’s medical appointments, medical staff may not overtly 
pick up on problems at home unless they are told. 
 
The Children’s Treehouse Foundation, founded in January of 2001 in Denver, 
Colorado, is the nation’s only organization providing hospital-based, cancer-focused, 
psychosocial intervention training and programming dedicated to improving the 
emotional health of children whose parents have cancer.  Their mission is to ensure 
that every child whose parent is diagnosed with cancer is given the early tools and 
emotional support to cope. 
 
Without appropriate counseling children may experience long standing emotional 
difficulties that may impair relationships into their adulthood, therefore we take this 
issue as seriously as developing our patient’s cancer treatment plan.  Please join us for 
this FREE program.  Contact Amy Arledge Shaper at (216) 778-8277 for additional 
information. 
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MHMC OHIO NCDB  
NSCLC Cases Rate Cases Rate Cases Rate 
Stage 0 0 0.0% 176 16.6% 906 17.2% 
Stage 1 66 40.9% 11,165 41.5% 62,236 42.8% 
Stage 2 21 14.3% 4,337 22.2% 23,236 23.8% 
Stage 3 73 10.2% 14,480 8.5% 77,026 8.6% 
Stage 4 152 1.3% 18,614 1.8% 102,470 2.1% 
All Stages 312 12.6% 48,772 14.7% 266,014 15.4% 
SOURCE:  NCDB, Commission on Cancer, ACoS/ACS , Survival Reports – November 6, 2009. 
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